Chapter 2

Tamil Morphology: An Introduction

2.1 Word Classes

It is a language's morphologicaly redized inflectional properties that help establish the
morphological categories, and consequently, the word dasses of the language.
Morphologicaly determining these word categories would mean the identification of
differences that cause certain &fixes to attach only to a particular category, and certain other
afixes to another. This entails an exhaustive enumeration of attested &ffixes ascribed
secificdly to a word-class based on the factors of morphologicd and syntactic
distinctiveness. The common ingtances of various morphologica categories found with the
category of nouns are number, gender and case. Number can be described as' a category of
morphosyntactic properties used to distinguish the quantity to which a noun phrase refers
(Stump 1998). A mgority of languages make use of the Singular and the Plura (a few like
Sanskrit have the Dud number too). Gender is a category that is found to be not dways
grammatical. In Tamil where gender is morphologically expressed, the inflections mark the
three digtinct types the Masculing, Feminine, and the Neuter. Case bundles up
morphosyntactic features that express the distinctions in the relations, a noun phrase bears to
its governing head, the verb. The far more commonly recognized cases are the Nominative,
Accusative, and Dative. The remaining cases that express more of a semantic relation than a
syntactic one are the Instrumental, Locative and the Ablative.

The inflectiona properties that are expressed on verbs are those of Tense, Aspect,
Modality, Voice, and Polarity. Tense identifies the temporal reference of an action denoted
by afinite verb. The Past, Present, and sometimes the Future, mark the conceptually natural
three-way distinction. Aspect helps to recognize the way a particular event locates itsdlf in a
particular time interval. Mood or Modality expresses the ways in which a proposition may
relate to actudity (in the speaker's mind). Indicative, Optative, and the Imperétive are the
three basic kinds.

Voice describes the thematic relations that obtain between a verb, and its argument,
which plays the syntactic role of subject. Active and Passive are the two commonly found
types. Polarity can be defined as “a category of morphosyntactic properties distinguishing
affirmative sentences from negative sentences.’ Though in some languages adjectives reflect
nomina inflections as a result of governance by the head noun, the genera inflectiona
features needed to identify adjectives are markers of degrees of comparison: namely, the
Positive, Comparative, and the Superlative.



2.2 Tamil Grammar

Tamil morphology is primarily agglutinating, and suffixal. In other words, 'inflections are
marked by auffixes attached to a lexicd base, which may be augmented by derivational
suffixes” (Annamda & Steever 1998). The traditional treatises on Tamil grammar define a
digtinction through free forms (the magor grammaticd classes), and bound forms (items like
particles, and dlitics). lolkaappiyam  recognizes Tamil as constituting two magjor word classes:
nouns, termed pelyarccol”7  (in Tamil) and verbs, termed unY Eeol’Z As per the dassca
grammatica treatises, and as recorded in Pope (1985), each of these is characterized by a
narrow set of features, dl of which are necessarily morphological. Pope's answer to the
question of how nouns must be characterized and classified, morphologicaly substantiates
this point: ‘we must know four characteristics of nouns: 'class, 'division’, person’, and ‘case.
'Class is of two kinds, 'rational' and ‘irrationa’. As to the number of divisons of nouns,
'there are five: 'masculine, ‘femining, 'rationa-plural’, ‘irrational-singular', and ‘irrational-
plural’. The three divisons of 'masculing, ‘femining, ‘irrational-singular’ are cdled the
‘singular-number’. The two other divisions are cdled the 'plural-number'.’ There are three
'persons’ recognized: the first, second, and the third. Cases are eight: nominative, accusative,
sociative, dative, ablative, instrumenta and the locative.

2.3 Morphologica Classes And Categories In Tamil

In Arden’s (1891) study of Tamil morphology nouns are divided as rationa vs. irrationa, the
rational corresponding to the animate, the irrational corresponding to the inanimate. Singular
and Plurd are the two numbers. In the organization of case, nine thematic relations are
redized - the Nominative, Accusative, Instrumenta, Socid, Dative, Ablative (of motion),
Genitive, Locative and the Vocative. The Benefactive 1s subsumed under the Dative. The
Vocative, as areferentid case has been included. Gender has dso been seen as agrammatica
feature of nouns.

Based on morphosyntactic properties of a word Lehmann (1989) introduces eight parts
of speech in Tamil i.e, nouns, verbs, postpositions, adjectives, adverbs, quantifiers,
determiners and conjunctions. Narrowing down to morphological features, there is a further
line of reasoning on how lexicd items can fdl under a broad classfication of nomina vs.
verbal roots (that cover a large portion of roots in Tamil), and a minor classification of
adjectivd and adverbid roots (that subsume the rest). Apart from nouns and verbs, a
separate set of uninflected words, cdled indedlinables, form an additional morphological
class. Noun stems are seen as inflecting for the plural suffix, oblique, euphonic and the case
suffix.

Annamda & Steever (1998) largdy discuss nomind and verbal morphology, and treat
other classes as minor. According to this study of morphology, nouns inflect for gender,
number and case. Gender here, is believed to be determined by the kind of locative case
marker used, that determines the distinction between what they cel marina  (rationd’
corresponding to human), and aknnai © (‘non-rational’ corresponding to non-human). The
vaidation for this argument is that the marker # @= is used in the case of the rational and Z in
the case of non-rational. This being the case, the application of the marker itam, on nouns
with the features +rational, +human should be an exclusive rule, which means it cannot
apply to nouns that lack this feature. Consequently, the noun form nAy-izam should be an



invaid one, but which is not redly the case. For that matter »4y-#/1s not avalid occurrence.
Therefore rather, the terms wyartinai  and akrinai could be redefined in their original sense

In addition there is aso recognition of two numbers and eight cases, including the
unmarked singular, in number and the unmarked nominative, in case. An dlusion to the
vocative case has aso been made. Pronouns have been semanticaly categorized, based on
number and person. Labeled as singular or plural, pronouns are grouped under the 1", 2* or
the 3“person separately. This includes a ligt of twelve pronomina forms. Verbs again are
semantically classfied as either belonging to the 'strong' or the 'weak' class. Finite verbs are
classfied into the Past, Present, Future, Future Negative, Imperative, Negative Imperative
and the Optative. Non-finite forms comprise a group of Verbd nouns, Infinitives,
Conjunctives, Negative verba forms, Conditionals, Negative Conditionals and Deverbal
forms.

Other dasses such as adjectives, adverbs, conjunctions, particles and postpositions seen
as minor parts of speech in different grammars, are treated as cases of defective morphology,
incapable of playing a part in the inflectiond range of nouns or verbs. Therefore these are
regarded as derivatives of nouns or verbs. The argument in favour of thisis "Yet, to say that
a form is a defective noun or verb is dill to say that it is anoun or verb.”

For purposes of implementation, what is borne in mind is a morphological classfication
of inflectional classes in Tamil. Theoreticaly therefore, based on certain morpho-syntactic
factors that help identify morphological classes (and as have been discussed earlier), Nouns,
Verbs, Adjectives, Pronouns and Numerds have been identified as the common
morphologica dasses in Tamil (Uma Maheshwara Rao, 1999, 2002). Nouns, Verbs and
Adjectives are treated as three mgor classes, Pronouns and Numeras being regarded as
distinct word classes, that could not supposedly be grouped as subclasses of Nouns.

23.1NOUNS

Nouns normally inflect for the categories of number and case. Tamil permits two numbers
the Singular and the Plural. In Tamil the thematic roles that these nouns play in relation ro
the verb that they modify are indicated by a series of affixes commonly cdled as the
Nominative, Accusative, Dative, Sociative, Genitive, Locative, Instrumental, Benefactive and
the Ablative cases. Nominative is unmarked.

2.3.1.1 Number

The Singular number is unmarked in Tamil. The Plurd isindicated by the suffix £a%”, which
is optional. Of the twenty-four classes of nouns, twenty-two have the suffixation of £27” for
plurd marking. Two other classes that end in long vowels have an adlomorphic variant £&a”
as their plurd suffix. These are, classes / (fly'), and pU (‘flower’). Within the Item and
Arrangement (IA) description, plurd suffixes are listed as two separate entries &2 and
kkaly’, where the geminate suffix combines with stems that end in long vowels, and the non-
geminate applies as the elsawhere condition. In the Item and Process (IP) model, &2 isheld
as the basic plurd morpheme from which the allomorph &£a%” isderived in instances where
the preceding stem ends in along vowel.

! Asin the sense of Tolkappiyam



From among the classes of nouns, there are the following four kinds, wherein the
allomorphy isinvolved as part of pluralization. These are: manY iwanY'. maram, mulY” andpul.

1 manYiwanY manY iwanY —> manY iwar + kalY’
2. maram maram—> maraf +kalY

3. mulY mulY —> mut + kalY’

4. pul pul — purY + kalY

Each of these noun stems undergoes a morphophonemic change before the addition of
the plural suffix.

2.3.1.2 Case

Case inflections are obtained 1 Tamil through two paralel mechanisms — the direct, asin the
Nominative and the indirect, as in (other than the nominative) the Oblique. The Nominative
case is unmarked in Tamil. The Oblique base in singular represents a stem that is open to
further inflections. The Accusative, Dative, Genitive, Sociative, Locative, Benefactive and the
Ablative case auffixes follow the Oblique form of the stem.

Case | Case Marker
Nominative | ¢
Accusative | E

Dative kku| ukku | akku

Instrumental | A/

Locative i/ (nanimate.) / itam Of kstte (animate.)
Ablative thrumwn  (amimate.) | itamirunwu (inanimate)
Genitive utYiya (colloq.) / aws, inY’, inY awu(classical.)

Benefactive | kkAka
Sociative otu (colloq.) / mtanY (dasscd.)

Table2.1: Case Matters in Tamil

The Accusative case is indicated by the suffix = The Dative case is indicated by the
suffix kku following a vowel ending stem, or #&kx when following a consonant ending stem.
The Instrumental case 1s indicated by the suffix A/ The Locative case is indicated by the
suffix ézam or kitte for the animate and #/ for the inanimate nouns. Similarly, the Ablative case
is marked by the suffix samirumys, for the animate and z&mmn, for the inanimate nouns. The
Genitive case is marked by either u/[;’ya or awu/ inY awu. On lines similar to that of the Dative,
the Benefactive case is marked by kkAka following a vowel ending stem, or wkkAka
following a consonant ending stem. The Sociative case is indicated by the suffix otu or szanY”.

From among the twenty-four classes of nouns, there are the following five kinds of
stems that exhibit allomorphic change for case suffixation. These are: A u, &A%, maram,

narampu and valNiu.

ArYu ArYu — ArY
kAtu kAtu — kAt
maram maram-— mara

narampu narampu — naramp
valNtu valNtw — valNt

a >N



Apocope, or the loss of the final segment (vowe or consonant) is the single fundamenta
morphophonemic rule thet characterizes these stems.

There are certain morphophonemic changes that operate on noun stems to enable them to
take auffixes. Nine such generic instances form the base for cae auffixes These are AY %,
eV, kalN, kAtu,maram, mu Y, poV'nY, puland pU.

1. A¥u o d ArYu — ArY'rY

2 eVE ¥y eVE - eV

3.  kaN N kalN — kalNIN

4. kA t Aty —» kAW

5. maram v maram — maranw

6. mulY  d plY = mdlY Y
polmYnY ny ol wY — pol /Y nY

8. pud / ol —» pall

9. f’f J ¥ }'ﬁ 7 » pLiy

There are three kinds of morphophonemic rules that operate here:

2. Gemination

If a noun stem ends in any of the consonants”, N, t, A, 7 or/ the latter undergo
some morphophonemic change of assmilation in accordance with the following segment of
the case auffix.

2. Glide Insertion

If anoun stem ends in any of the vowels, glide insertion occurs. If the suffix initial vowel
isafront vowd, y-insertion occurs, and if it is a back vowel, v-insertion occurs.

2., |nsertion cum Gemination

If a noun slem ends in the nasd ‘7’ the consonant » is inserted as a geminate before a
following vowel. )

2.3.1.3 Gender

Eialy treatises on Tamil noun morphology have made a distinction between warinzz  and
akrinai as referring to +animate and - animate respectively. Arden (1976) describes nouns as
being dlasdfied into two:

1. High-caste or Retiond

2. No-caste or Irrational

The former is a dass sad to denote "rational persons or beings', and which further

divides into the Masculine (that denotes "gods and men") and the Feminine (that denotes
"goddesses and women only”). The latter (2) has been ascribed as a set of houns "denoting
animas and inanimate things" and which are regarded as "Neuter".

There are however two formatives £4nnY” and &4, indicative of the Masculine and
Feminine forms of the agentive noun. Examples arel w/EkkAAd (woman servant)
wottakkAranY” (gardener). In addition, Arden (1976) notes the use of the Masculine Singular
auffix A, Feminine A%"and Plurd uffix Ar or Anka®”, as attaching to the nomina base
to form a personal noun like sawyaeAxY (a truthful man).

Such auffixes are not very productive, and occur with a relatively smal set of nouns.
There are a few instances of occurrences like »a/EranY” vs. walFrr that can be ligted in the
lexicon, since gender in such cases is lexicaly redized rather than morphologicaly. It can



therefore be maintained that Gender as a grammatical category in Tamil is not largdy
productive.

2.3.1.4 Other Attachments

Apart from Number and Case, other functiond elements like Adverbids, Postpositions,
Particles and Clitics attach to nouns.

Postpositions and Adverbids attach to nouns only if they are in the Nominative or the
Dative case. Adverbias are largely, of a gpatiad or temporal nature. Particles attach to nouns if
they arein the Nominative, Accusative or Dative case, Clitics can be added to any noun form
irrespective of number or case.

2.3.1.5 The Nominal Paradigm

On the badis of alomorphy exhibited by nouns when inflected for number and case, nouns
are dassfied into twenty-three distinct sets in order to generate correct word forms. The
following table illustrates the features of contrast:

SL Noun Base Base Oblique Oblique

No. ending | modification | Singular Plural
1 | AN N %] @ +kalY
2 ArYu rYu %] rY >>rYrY “+halY
3 eVh i %] @ >>y +kalY
4 ilE E @ @ >>y +kalY
5 | walYY Yy & %] +kalY

6 1 1 %) @ >>y +kkalY
7 kaN N @ N >>NN +kalY
8 kAl | @ %] +kalY
9 kAtu tm %] t>>1 +kalY
10 | manYiwanY | nY nY >>r @ +halY
1 maram m m >>f m >>ww +hkalY
12 | omlY Y IY >>t IY >>IYTY +kalY
13 | mAnY nY %) @ +kalY
14 | narampu u %) %] +halY
15 | nAy v (%] %) +kalY
16 | poVnY nY (%) nY >>nYnY +kalY
17 | poVy y @ v I3YY +kalY
18 | pul 1 1>>rY 1>>11 +hkalY
19 | poVrulY Iy Y >>t @ +halY

20 |[pU § (%] @ >>v +kkalY
21 | vaNm m (%] %) +kalY
2 | wer r %] @ +kalY
23 | wolY Y (%] @ +kalY

Table 2.2: The Nominal Paradigm: Noun Classes

The table records the morphophonemic changes that stems and suffixes undergo in
different morphological contexts. The base endings indicate the specific phonological shape



a particular dass ends in. The base modifications specify the phonologica change the base
undergoes prior to number suffixation. The table accounts for five instances of
morphophonemic change in the oblique base of the noun stem, and fourteen instances of
dem change prior to case auffixation. £4#%" is the basc plurd morpheme, used with its
allomorphic variant that is phonologicaly conditioned.

2.3.2 PRONOUNS

Pronouns normaly inflect for the categories of number, gender and case. Tamil permits two
numbers (Singular and Plural), three grammatical genders (Masculine, Feminine and Neuter),
and nine cases (Nominative, Accusative, Dative, Sociative, Genitive, Locative, Instrumental,
Benefactive and Ablative).

2.3.2.1 Number

The singular and plural forms of Pronouns are lexicaly identified as distinctly separate words
and therefore the need for recognizing number, as a morphological category of pronouns
does not arise. This is the significant difference between nouns and pronouns.

2.3.2.2 Case

The smila st of case markers that goply for nouns, gpply for pronouns too. The
Nominative and the Oblique, form the primary branching in case marking. The Nominative
cae remains unmarked. The Oblique case represents a stem that is open to further
inflections. The Accusative, Dative, Genitive, Sociative, Locative, Benefactive and the
Abldtive case auffixes follow the Oblique form of the stem. (For details on case marking
refer Table 2.1)

Pronouns are dl lexicd and fuly specified for functional formants in the lexicon. The
chief morphophonemics involving pronominal stems 1s the gemination of the stem find
consonant when followed by avowd initid suffix, when in the oblique form.

As can be seen, each case involves a distinct vowd or consonant geminate; it is not
possible to state a single rule in a segment formant. It proves rather economical to list these

forms in the lexicon.

_Nominative | Obliquel | Oblique2
aw'u dan duw
nAnY | eV nY e Y wY
A falt’ | el fRal | eViRal
W |y wnYmY
nlfkall” | afkealy” wkal”

__n_rllr ' um umim
YA m | elm el
wAm wam | wamm
nAm nam R
wAfkal wakall’ wafkalY’
wARY wanY | wan¥'nY

Table2.3: Pronomind Basss




2.3.2.3 Gender, Number, Person

Since every member of the pronominal paradigm forms part of the lexicon, the concept of
gender redlization is a semantic feature of each of these lexemes. It is only the 3™. person
pronouns in their singular forms, which have the feature of gender. While @z} refers to the
3 person Feminine Singular, @aY” refers to the 3. person Masculine, and aw#, to the 3=,
person Neuter.

2.3.24 Other Attachments

like that of a noun, pronouns do take Postpositions, Particles and Clitics to form larger
strings to indicate the relevant semantics. Postpositions follow pronouns that are in their
Nominative or Dative case. Particles follow pronouns if they are in the Nominative,
Accusative or Dative case. Clitics can be appended to any pronominal form irrespective of
case.

2.3.25 The Pronominal Paradigm

In accordance with the discussion above, fifteen distinct forms of pronouns are required in
order to generate correct word forms. The following table illustrates the features of contrast:

SL . Oblique Obligue
No. Prosoun | Ending Base? Basheg
1 avalY Y %) %
2 | avanY nY (%] &
3 | avar r 2 %}
4 | awu u @ aw / aww
5 | awE E (7] avarYry
6 | nAnY nY eVnY eVnYnY
| 7 | nAfkalY | fkalY eVikalY eVikalY
8 nl 1 unY unYnY
9 | nlfkalY falY ufkalY ufkalY
10 | nlr r | um umm
11 | wAfkalY | falY | wafkalY wafkalY
12 | wAm m | wam Wamm
13 | wAnY nY wanY wanYnY
14 | yAm m eVm eVmm
15 | nAm m nam namm

Table 2.4: The Pronomina Paradigm: Pronoun Classes

The table lists the fifteen distinct pronominal forms in their nominative forms with the
relevant stem changes alongside each entry in different columns for the distinct oblique
counterparts. The base endings indicate the specific phonological shape a particular class
ends in. Forms in Oblique2 necessitate a following case suffix, while those in Obliquel do
not.

12



23.3NUMERALS

Numerals form a subcategory of nouns inflecting for categories of number, gender and case.
‘Tamil permits two numbers (Singular and Plural), three grammatical genders (Masculine,
Feminine and Neuter), and nine cases (Nominative, Accusative, Dative, Sociative, Genitive,
Locative, Instrumental, Benefactive and Ablative). In addition to this there are certain
distinct inflections that occur only with numera words, which make them a distinct
subcategory of nouns.

2.3.3.1 Number

The Singular number is unmarked in Tamil. The Plural is indicated by the suffix £z All of
the classes of numerals have the suffixation of £2% for pluradity. The only stem that
undergoes morphophonemic change for number suffixation is .4 yzraz, and which undergoes
nasal assmilation.

1 Ayiram Ayiram —* A yzraf
2.3.3.2 Case and Ordinality

The Nominative stem remains an unmarked one. The Oblique form of the numeral stemis
open to further inflections. There are two kinds of Oblique bases. The first kind, Obliquel,
dlows case inflections and a specific set of quantitative particles peculiar to the class of
numerals. The Accusative, Dative, Cienitive, Sociative, Locative, Benefactive and the Ablative
case suffixes follow the Oblique form of the stem. (For a discussion of particles see section
2.3.34, Table 2.8)

All classes of numeras exhibit stem alomorphic change in the oblique case, prior to
inflection for case, or any other kind of suffixation. There is a morphophonemic difference
however, in the stem readlization between the two kinds of oblique bases in numeral words.
The following table makes a note of stem changes in different phonological and
morphological contexts:

No. | Nominative | Oblique 1 |

| 1 | oVmYrYu ol MY Y |
_.‘;_ | ralNix | sraNt
3 | mUsYYx | mUnYY |
4 rARYE
5 Enw
6 | ArY
7 XY
| 8 e'n
|9 | olmYpaww ol 'aY paw
10 | pawww paww
11 | nUrf¥n eUrYrY
12 | Ayram A yraww
13 | datcam latcann
[14 | kot kot |

Table 2.5: Numeral Bases- 1



Apocope, the rule of loss of the final segment (vowe or consonant) is the fundamental
morphophonemic rule characterizing these stems.

Numerals also assume a similar set of stems to indicate ordinality. The ordinality suffix
denoted by Am or Azawu, effects certain other morphophonemic changes. Two classes of
numerals, »UrYu, and Ayiramillustrate this change:

1 nUYu nurYu — aUrYrY
2. Ayiram Ayiram —> Ayiraww

These changes are mainly effected by rules of gemination and assimilation operating on
the numeral stem.

2.3.3.3 Gender, Number & Person

In addition to number and case, some of the numeral stems inflect for GNP suffixes as well.
It 1s on the second kind of the oblique stem, Oblique 2, that specific GNP inflections and a
set of temporal particles are permissible. The following is a list of the relevant GNP suffixes:

GNP Suffix |
34, Sing, Fe vy |
3. Sing. Mascuhne ran}’

3. Sing. Hononfic/ Plural var [ ‘mar

Table 26: GNP auffixes for Numeras

Gender, Number and Person inflections are possible up to the first eight classes of
numerals. ‘The 3®.singular masculine, and feminine suffixes, apply only to dass 1 of the
numeral paradigm, ol 7Y% The 3. singular honorific/ plura suffix, applies to dl of the
other classes (including ol"7Y7%). A complete list of the numerals that inflect for GNP
along with their allomorphic stem variations in the oblique form. could be shown as:

| No. | Nominative | Oblique 2 |
1 | olmYrY¥n ol '
| 2 | waNix L
3 | mUsYr¥u ]
4 | rAnYkx nAl
| 5 | Emsw E
6 | A¥w arw
7 | eYw eV Yu
8 eVitu - el N
9 | ol 'wY pawn
10 | pawvww
11 | aUfYw
12 | Aprow
13 | latcam
14 | kotr

Table 2.7: Numerad Bases- 2

2 Applies only in the case of the numeral e 7w

14



Morphophonemic changes in the case of GNP suffixation in numeras are complex, and
the phonological processes involve more than a single level of transformation or derivation.

2.3.34 Other Attachments

Adverbias, Postpositions, Particles, Clitics and Vocatives are the other inflections that goply-
on numerals. Adverbids that follow particles need to be followed by the locative or dative
caxe. Postpositions follow numerds that are in their Nominative or Dative case.

Two different sets of particles attach to numerals in their oblique form. Quantative
Particles such as (e)kA/ ‘quarter’, ar= ‘half, arfikkA/'One-eigth’, (e)mukkAl ‘three-quarters,
occur after Oblique 1 forms, while certain other Particles such as those indicative of
like 7alN:i 'o'clock’, occur after the Nominative form of classes other than o177y 7 %, N wi..
caze it occurs only after its Oblique 2 form. Other particles like pelyar 'number of persons
occur dter the nominative forms of numerals.

The following table indicates a list of permissible inflectional combinations applicable to
each alomorph:
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Table 2.8: Permissible Suffixes in Numerals
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2.3.3.5 The Numeral Paradigm

On the bass of dlomorphy exhibited by numerals when inflected for number,
case/ordinality and GNP, fourteen distinct classes of numerals are required in order to
generate correct word forms. The fallowing table illustrates the features of contrast:

NS:;. Numeral Obliquel Oblique2 Ordinality Suffix
1 oVnYrYu oVnYrY oVru murwal
2 raNm Nt i _Am/Avawu
3 | mUnYrYu mUnYrsY  |mU _Am/Avawu
4 nAnYku nanYk nAl _Am/Avawu
5 Enwu Enw E _Am/ Avawu
6 Ar¥u ArY arYu _Am/Avawu
7 | elYYu elYY eVIYYu _Am/Avawu
8 | eV eV eVN _Am/Avawu
9 | oVaYpawu oVnYpaw %] _Am/ Avawu
10 pawwu paww @ _Am/Avawu
11 | nUrYu nlrYrY (7] _Am/Avawu
12 | Ayiam Aviraww %] %)
13 | larccam larcaww %] &
14 | kon kon %) &

Table29: The Numerd Paradigm; Numerd Classes

The table lists the fourteen digtinct numera forms in their nominative forms with the
relevant gem changes along with their oblique corresponding forms. Cese inflections and
ordinality markers can occur after Oblique 1 bases, while GNP inflections can append to the
Oblique 2 base forms.

234 VERBS

Verbs chiefly inflect for tense, aspect and modality. Tamil records 3 tenses (Pest, Present,
Future), 5 aspects (Verbd Participles, Positive Conditiona, Negative Conditional, Durative
Conditional, Infinitive), 6 modals (Negative Pest, Negative Future, Hortative, Admonitive,
Prohibitive, Imperative).

2.34.1 Tense

Verbs in Tamil have three morphological tenses: the Past, Present and the Future
234.1.1 PAST

Verbs can be classfied into fourteen classes, based on alomorphic variations exhibited by

the verb stem bctore the past rense suffix. Lhe following is a list of paradigmatic classes of
verbal declension in the past tense



From among the 24 dasses of verbs, there are 14 stems that exhibit allomorphic change
before past tense suffixation. These are: Akw, AN CA, V], wl/], KAN, kelY, koV'E, nil, NO,
peViYu, potu, vA and wUfka.

SLNo | Root |Seem | Morphophonemic

Process
1 A kx A “nal Syllable Delenon
2 AN AN Assimlation
3 |a¥Yu |- -
4 A al” Vowel Shortening
5 |eal wl’nY | Assilation
6 al’y - =
7 ol’l al’nY | Assimilanon
8 el nY - -
9 kalkY -
10 | i - -
11 | AN | kaN Vowel Shortenmg
12 | &l ket Assimlanon
13 kol | kol'N Assumlation
14 nil nnY Assumulaton
15 | mo nol Vowel Shorrening
16| pa 2 s
17 | pel'™u | pel’7?Y | Final Vowel Delenon
18 | i -
19 | potw pot Final Vowel Delenon
20 | pUN - -
21 N - =
2 |ed a2 Vowel Shorrening
23 | uBdYw |- s
24 | »Ufks | Uk Final Vowel Delenon

Table 2.10(a): Verb Stem Allomorphy m the Past Tense forms

Various kinds of morphophonemic rules come into operation i the instance of stem
changes. Thereare 7 kinds of vanationsn the past tense suffixes. Theseare: Y, 7. ww. 7, w,
mw and inY.

SLNo | Verb Stem | Past Suffix | Variant Change | Morphoph ic Process
1 Ak ny AnY Fanal Syllable Delenon
2 |AXY / ANt Assimalanon
3 alYYu » alt Y -

4 cA v el mw Vowel Shortening
5 wl/] ﬂ' Y'Y Assmmlanon

6 aly w al -

7 @l n} ol mYnY Assimlation

B el’nY (.4 el'nY Y -

9 1hal}Y s kal} Y my -

10 | irw w iy =

11 | AN 1 ANt Vowel Shortening
12 | kel ! ket Assimilanon

13 | kel r &ol’Nt Assimilation

14 | =i ES Y 7Y Assimilanon




15 | m nw nol mw Vowel Shortening

16 palr »y P‘yjm- =

17 | peV¥w e el Y'Y Final Vowel Delenon
18 | po aY porY” -

19 | poin ! polt Final Vowel Delenon
20 | pUN t PUN? -

21 xN ! Nt -

2 rA v ranw Vowel Shoriening

23 wYYu % Y'Y uny -

24 wlUfkex mY wUflenY Final Vowel Deleton

Table 210(b): Verb Suffix Allomorphy mn the Past Tense forms

There are three kinds of morphophonemic rules that operate here:

2. Apocope

There are 4 instances of find vowd deletion in the verbd paradigms. If a verba base
ends in the vowd u, which 1s preceded by a stop consonant, the vowe gets deleted before
suffixarion of the past tense marker.

2. Assimilation

There are 6 instances, or rather 3 types, of assmilation in the verbal paradigm,
particularly along with rule of gemination. Specific changes include A" to N, /to #Y and fl*t0
/. The trend can be described as a liquid assmilating to a nasa stop, in the context of a stop.

2. Vowel Shortening

There are 4 instances of vowel shortening in the verba paradigm. Any of the verbal
stems, that end in avowe gets shortened if it is followed by a stop or a sequence of nasd +
stop.

Apart from the Past tense, aspectuals like the Past Adjectival Participle, Positive Verba
Participle and the Positive Conditionas dso inflect on the same base. The Past Adjectiva
Participle involves an additive 4, &fter the past tense marker, the Poditive Verba Participle
involves an additive » or i, and the Positive Conditional, and additional AL

23.4.1.2 PRESENT

Verbs can be classfied into five classes, based on alomorphic variations exhibited by the
verb stem for the present tense. There are 5 stems that exhibit allomorphic change before
present tense suffixation. These are: Ak &l ko1, ml pUNand vA. The following is a
ligt of paradigmatic classes of verba declension in the present tense.

Morphophonemic
SLNo | Root | Stem e

A ke A Fanal Syllable Delenon
AN - -
aYYu
eA
all
al’y
Wl Jf'
el'mY
kalyY

| fpo]—-

=

ool




10 | orw -

11 AN - -

12 | kel ker A slanon

13 | kVY | - -

14 ml! mrY A ilanon

15 no -

16 | pat =

17 | peVr¥u | - 3

18 | po 3

19 | potu - -

20 | pUN pUNx Vowel Insernon
21 wN - -

2 |ed rary Final Syllable Insernon
23 ulYY -

24 | oUfkx .

Table 2.11(a): Verb Stem Allomorphy mn the Present Tense forms

The present tense auffix is &Y~ that functions as default, excepting in cases of stems that
end in the vowels u or 7, where the allomorphic variant &Y appears. The following is how

the present tense suffix alomorphs &7} and  kkirY aredistributed.

SLNo Verb Present | Variant Morphophonemic
Stem Suffix Process
1 Aku hary” AkirY -
2 | AX kY AN kY -
3 |aYu kY alYY uksrY -
4 A kY cAkrY -
5 |eal? kerY” al kY -
6 al’y kY |y} -
7 |l [T ol lkirY -
8 |elmy kY el nY kerY
9 | ikal¥Y ket tkalt Y kY -
10 | orw kY srukkir” Gemnanon
11| AN kY ANk} -
12 | kel harY” ketirrY -
13 | kol D kY kol Y kurY
14 | ml kerY nerY kerY -
15 | mo karY mokirY -
16 | patr kkerY patikkirY” Gemmation
17 | pelAu kY eV Y wksrY -
18 | po kY pokerY
19 | potw irY” potukirY -
20 | pUN kY pUNukirY
21 | uN kY uNkrY
2 |ed kY raruksr}” -
23 | ubYu kY 51l Y uksrY B
24 | wUfkx kY’ wlflukirY” -

Table 2.11(b): Verb SUffix Allomorphy in the Present Tense (bans

In instances where a verb stem ends in short vowel, the suffix geminates its initial

stop consonant.
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23413 FUTURE

Verbs can be dasdfied into five classes, based on alomorphic variations exhibited by the
verbs before the future tense suffix. There are 5 stems that exhibit allomorphic change.
These are: Aku, £, nil, pUN, and z4. The following is a ligt of paradigmatic classes of
verbal declension in the future tense.

Morphophonemic
SLNo | Root Stem Protide
1 Aken A Final Syllable Delenon
2 AN - -
3 alYYu |- -
4 eA . -
5 el - -
6 cel’y = =
7 b7 . -
8 el mY
9 tkaltY R
10 iy
11 EAN - -
12 kelY” ket Assimilanon
13 Aol | - -
14 ml mrY Assimulanon
15 | m - =
16 -
17| peli¥n
18 | o
19 | potu - -
20 | pUN pUNx Vowel Insernon
21 aN E -
2 |ed rary Final Syllable Insernon
23 N Yu | - -
24 »Ufkx

Table 2.12(a): Verb Stem Allomorphy m the Future Tense forms

There are 3 variants of the future tense suffix. These are: v,pand pp. 17 of these temstake z,

5 take p, and 2 take the geminate pp. The following is how the future tense suffix alomorphs
v,p and pp are distributed.

SLNo Verb Future Vanant Morphophonemic
Stem Suffix Change Process
1 Akn r Ay -
2 AN r ANy -
3 alYYn r alYYmr
4 eA r Ar -
5 all r al’le -
6 al’y r alyr -
7 ool7 r wl i -
8 el 2} b el'mYp
9 kallY r 1hkalYYr
10 | irw 1w i Gemnation

21



11 £AN p EANp -
12 | kelY p kelp =
13 | kol WY v kol Yy -
14 ntl P nrY’p -
15 e r nmor -
16 | pats p patipp Gemnanon
17 | pel’'?Yu r el Y ur -
18 | po r por -
19 | poin r potur -
20 | pUN r PUNur -
21 uN p uNp -
22 A r raru -
23 it Yu r wlY Y B
24 wlifes r wliflear

Table 2.12(b): Verb Suffix Allomorphy 1n the Future Tense forms

There are three kinds of morphophonemic rules that operate here:

22, Deletion

In deletion, the final consonant and vowel sequencei.e, a syllable gets deleted, prior to
the addition of a glide.

2, Assimilation

As examples of assimilation, the retroflex laterd A~ changes to the obstruent z in the
context of the following obstruent. The change can be described as a liquid assimilating to a
stop, if the context is governed by another stop consonant.

2, Gemination

The auffix geminates, if the verb stem's penultimate vowel is short.

2.3.4.2 Aspect

23421INFINITIVE

The Infinitive form serves as the basis for many non-finite verba stems. Verbs can be
classfied into 9 classes, based on alomorphic variations exhibited by the verb stems before
the infinitive. The 14 classes that decline for the infinitive form are; A&« a¥Yu. kY, nil
peViYu, potu, vA, nil¥Yuand wUfku.

SiNo | Root |Sewem | Mephophamcsic
A kex Ak Final Svllable Delenon
AN AN Assimlanon

A A Vowel Shortening
all al’l Assimlation

6 al’y al’y -

7 wl? awl7 Assimilanon

8 el mY el 'Y -

9 wkal}Y | ika}Y

1
2
3 atYu | alY
4
5

11 kAN EAN Vowel Shortening
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12 | kelY ket Assimilation
13 | kol | kol | Assimlation
14 | ml mrY Assimlaton
15 | m no Vowel Shortening
16 | pati | pan |-

17 | pelYu | pel’/ | Fanal Vowel Deletion

18 |p | -

19 | porw pot Final Vowel Deleton
20 [pUN [ pUN |-

21 xN N -

2 |ed rar Vowel Shortening

23| uhYu | uBY
24 | #Ufkn | #Ufk | Fanal Vowel Delenon

Table 2.13(a): Verb Stem Allomorphy m the Infinitive forms

Most of these changesinvolve final vowel deletion of the stem, in the case of afollowing
vowel. There are two instances of assmilation. There are 7 auffix variants for the infinitive
form. These are! 4, ka. la, ya, kka, Yaand Na.

R Variant Morphophonemic
SLNo | Verb Stem | Infinitival Suffix

1 Aku A Ak -

2 AN A AN -

3 alYYu A a’Yy

4 A ka % -

5 al’l la el -

6 al’y ya aly -

7 awl7 la wl7 =

8 el'nY a el nY -

9 ka}Y a hkal'Y -

10 | wrm kka iru Gemnation
11 EAN a EAN -

12 kelY” ka ket -

13 kol BV Xa kol DY =

14 m/ ka mrY

15 ro ka no -

16 | patr kka patr Gemunanon
17 | pel'fYw a pelrY -

18 | pe ka po -

19 | pow a Jpeot -
20 | pUN a pUN =

21 uN Na A -

2 A a rar

23 | e¥Yn a nYY -

24 | sUfkx a 2Ufk -

Table 2.13(h): Verb Suffix Allomorphy in the Infinitive forms

There are three kinds of morphophonemic rules that operate here:

%, Apocope + Insertion

Classes 1, 2, 3,17, 19, 23 and 24 involve first, a deletion of the stem final vowel, that isin
turn replaced by the infinitive marker



2., |nsertion
Classes 4, 10, 12, 14, 15, 16 and 18 involve insertion. A stop consonant segment gets
inserted between the stem and the suffix, when the verb ends in avowel.

2. Gemination

Classes 5, 6, 7, 13, and 21 are examples of gemination where, the suffix geminates the
consonant or glide that the verb stem ends in.

2.3.4.2.2 PARTICIPLES
Participles are of two types: Adjectivd and Verbal.
2.3.4.2.2.1 Adjectival

Adjectival Participles branch into the Pest, Present, Habitual and the Negative, according to
the corresponding tense base.

2342211 PAST ADJECTIVAL PARTICIPLE

Verbs can be dassfied into 12 classes, based on allomorphic variations exhibited by the verb
stems for the Past Adjectivd Participle. The 12 stems that decline for the past adjective
form, are: Aku.al¥Yu, kelt'. ril, peV'i¥ u, potu, VA, ilYYu andwUfkx.

1 A ke Akn — AnY

2 Al AN — AN

3 A e = e2l”

4. kAN EAN —» kaN

5. kel ket —> ket

6. kol TY kol Y — kol’'N
T ml m! = merY

8 no no — mal”

9 el FYu pelYu — pelrY
0. potw potu ~> pot

11. A rd = ra

12 »Ufks wliflex — wlifk

Most of these changes involve final vowel deletion of the stem, in the case of a following
vowel. There are 2 instances of assimilation. There are 8 suffix variants for the past adjectival
participial form. These are; a.7a. wwa. wa. r¥a. n¥nYa, mva and inY a.

1. Akw + a Aky — AnYa

2 AX + la aY —» ANta

- | + www cA = el wwa

4. aly + »a al’y = celywa

5 ald + rYa all—» alnYrYa
6 ol + YeYa ol Y = coVeYnYa
7. o= +  mpg oy —» I

8 wlfex + inYa wlUfkn — wlfkinYa
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There are three kinds of morphophonemic rules that operate here:

2. Apocope

Classes 1. 2, 3, 17, 19, 23 and 24 involve deletion of the stem final vowel, that isin turn
replaced by the past adjectiva participia marker «

2. |nsertion

Classes 4, 10, 12, 14, 15, 16 and 18 involve insertion. A stop consonant segment gets
inserted between the stem and the suffix, when the verb ends in avowel.

22, Gemination

Classes 5, 6, 7, 13, and 21 are examples of gemination where, the suffix geminates the
consonant or glide that the verb stem ends in.

2.3.4.2.2.1.2 PRESENT ADJECTIVAL PARTICIPLE

Verbs can be classified into two classes, based on allomorphic variations exhibited by the
verb stem for the present adjectiva participial form. Allomorphy is simple, if any. Verb stems
do not undergo any phonological change. The present tense suffix is &7}, that functions as
default, excepting in cases of stems that end in the vowels » or /, where the alomorphic
variant k&Y appears. The Present Adjectival Participle involves an additive a, after the
present tense marker. The following is how the suffixes kiiYa and £&7Yafor the present
adjectivad participle function.

1.  Aku kiiYa AKU — A kukirYa
2 mu kkiiYa  zw —irukkirYa

In instances where a verb stem ends in short vowel, the suffix geminates its initia stop
consonant.

2.3.4.2.21 3.HABITUAL ADJECTIVAL PARTICIPLE
Verbs can be classified into 9 classes, based on alomorphic variations exhibited bv the verb

stems for the | labitual Adjectival Participle. The 9 stems that decline accordingly, for the
habitual participle are: Aku. a¥Yu. kel nml, peV' ¥ u, potyA, vil¥Yu and wUfks.

1. Akx Akn — Ak

2 alYYw alYYu — a}Y

3. kY kelY — ket

4. ml nil —» mirY”

5 pelYu pelYu = pel Y
6. polu paiu — pol

7 A A — rar

8 niYa wYYu — i¥Y
9. wlUfex wlifkex —» wUfk

Most of these changes involve final vowel deletion of the stem, in the case of a following
vowel. There are 2 instances of assimilation. There are 7 suffix variants for the habitua form.
Theseare: urn, kum, lum. yum, ks, B 'urn and Num.

1. Aks 4 o A ks —» A kesm
2 A + lesm eA —» cAkum
3. al? +  lew alT— cel- llnm



4. by +  yum e’y = cel yyum

5. irw +  ekum tri — frwkkesem
6. kolIY + Num kolV'TY — ko VY TY um
7. aN +  Num #N —» NN

There are three kinds of morphophonemic rules that operate here:

2, Apocope

Classes 1, 2, 3,17, 19, 23 and 24 involve first, a deletion of the stem final vowel that isin
turn replaced by the habitual adjectival participial marker .

2. Insertion

Classes 4, 10, 12, 14, 15, 16 and 18 involve insertion. A stop consonant segment gets
inserted between the stem and the suffix, when the verb ends in a vowel.

24, Gemination

Classes 5, 6, 7, 13, and 21 are examples of gemination where, the suffix geminates the
consonant or glide that the verb stem endsiin.

2342214 NEGATIVE ADJECTIVAL PARTICIPLE

Verbs can be dassfied into 9 classes, based on allomorphic variations exhibited by the verb
stems for the Negative Adjectiva Participle. The 9 stems that decline accordingly, are; A &x.
alYYu. kel¥'. ml pel’7Y u, potu, 2A.riwYu and wUfkx.

1. Akx Aku — Ak

2 alY'Yu alYYu — alYY

3. kelY EelY — ket

4. ml mtl — mrY

5. pelYu pel Yu —> pel Y
6. poiw pots —> pot

4 A4 A — rar

8 nfYYu wlYYw — XY

9. wliflesx wlfkx — 2Ufk

Most of these changes involve final vowel deletion of the stem, in the case of a following
vowel. There are 2 instances of assimilation. There are 7 suffix variants for the negative
adjectival participial form. These are Ana, kAna, [Awa, yAwa, kkAwa, X Awa axdNAna.

1. Akx + Awa Akxw — AkAvpa

2 A + kAwa A = cAkApa

3. al? + Awa T — el lidwa

4. ally + A wa caly =2 cel A

5 i +  kkAwa 1w — rrwkkeA wa

6. kol Y + [NA»sa kal'TY = kol N Y Awa
7. «N + NAsa wN = aNNAsa

There are three kinds of morphophonemic rules that operate here:

2, Apocope
Clases 1, 2. 3,17, 19, 23and 24 involvefirdt, adeletion of the stem final vowd, that isin
turn replaced by the negetive adjectival participid marker Awa.
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2. |nsertion

Classes 4, 10, 12, 14, 15, 16 and 18 involve insertion. A stop consonant segment gets
inserted between the stem and the suffix, when the verb ends in a vowel.

2. Gemination

Classes 5, 6, 7, 13, and 21 are examples of gemination where, the suffix geminates the
consonant or glide that the verb stem ends in.

2.3.4.2.2.2 Verbal

The Verba Participles branch into the Positive and the Negative.

2.34.22.21 POSITIVE VERBAL PARTICIPLE

Verbs can be classified into 14 classes, based on allomorphic variations exhibited by the verb

stems for the Positive Verba Participle. The 14 stems that decline accordingly, are: Aku.
AL, aYu.cA, cell, oVl KAN, kelY, koV' Y, nil, mo, peV'i¥ u, potupA, and wUfkx.

1. Akw Akw — Ak

2 A A 9 AN

3 A A = el

4 el all— cel'mY

5 wl all— ol nY
6. kAN EAN — kaN

T kel kelY — ket

8 el kol Y — kol'IN
9. ml ml —» mirY

10. meo no — nol

1L pel'Yu el Y u — Y
12 potu poiu —> pot

13. #A rA — rar

14 »lUfks wlifkx — wUfk

Most of these changes involve final vowel deletion of the stem, in the case of a following
vowel. There are 8 instances of assimilation. There are 8 suffix variants for the positive
verbal participia form. Theseare: ¢, i, wu. www, mw. Y%, it, andy.

1. Aks + ] Aky —» Aks

2 AKX + fu AN = AN

3 M + BN A =l ven

4. aly + N cely = el ymm

5 al7 + & o1 = coV b

6. kalY + i kalY’Y — tkalYY nou
T pelAYu + Yu pelVYu = pe VY Y u
8 + po — pay

There are three kinds of morphophonemic rules that operate here:

2., Apocope

Clases 1,2,3,17,19, 23 and 24 involve deletion of the stem final vowel, which isin turn
replaced by the positive verba participia marker i or ».
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24 Insertion

Clases 4, 10, 12, 14, 15, 16 and 18 involve insertion. A stop consonant segment gets
inserted between the sem and the suffix, when the verb ends in a vowe..

2. Gemination

Clases 5, 6, 7, 13, and 21 are examples of gemination where, the auffix geminates the
consonant or glide that the verb stem ends in.

2342222 NEGATIVE VERBAL PARTICIPLE
Verbs can be dassfied into 9 classes, based on alomorphic variations exhibited by the verb

gems for the Negative Verba Participle. The 9 stems that decline accordingly, are: A4«
alYYu.kelt', ml peV'rYu, potu, VA, vilyYuand wUfku.

1. Akx Aku — Ak

2 alYYu aYYu — alk’Y

3. kY kel —» ket

4 ml mel —» mirY

5 pelrYu el Yu = pelrY
6. poin Join —» pol

T A A — par

B mlYYw nYYn — nY
9. wlfex wlUfku — 2Ufk

Most of these changes involve find vowel deletion of the stem, in the case of a following
vowel. There are 2 instances of assimilation. There are 7 suffix variants for the negative
verbal participial form. These are: AmalL £A al. [Amal, yAmal, KkAmalL & Amal and NAmal.

1. Akx +  Amal Ak —> A kA mal

2 A +  kAmal eA = cAkAmal

3. el =+ A mal eVl — celVillAmal

4. ally +  yAmal &ly = ceVypA mal

5. irw +  kkAmal irw —» irakiA mal

6. kY + NAma kol Y — kol Y TY Amal
7. &N +  NAmal uN — wININA mal

There are three kinds of morphophonemic rules that operate here:

2, Apocope

Classes 1, 2, 3,17, 19, 23 and 24 involve deletion of the stem find vowel, which isin turn
replaced by the negative verba participial marker AmaL

2. Insertion

Classes 4, 10, 12, 14, 15, 16 and 18 involve insertion. A stop consonant segment gets
inserted between the stem and the suffix, when the verb ends in a vowel.

2, Gemination

Classes 5, 6, 7, 13, and 21 are examples of gemination where, the suffix geminates the
consonant or glide that the verb stem ends in.

2.3.4.2.2.3 Conditional

The Conditionals branch into the Positive and the Negative.



2.3.4.2.2.3.1 Positive Conditional

Verbs can be dassfied into 9 classes, based on allomorphic variations exhibited by the verb
gems for the Podtive Conditional. The 9 stems that decline accordingly, are: Akx, a¥Yu,
kY, nil, peV'i¥u, potu, vA, il¥’Yu andwUfken.

1. Akx Aku = AnY

2 AN AN = AN

3. A A = al”

4. kAN EAN —» kaN

5  kelY k2lY —> ket

6. kol Y kol'lY — kol’IN
7. mil ! —» mrY

8 m no —» mol”

9. pelYu el Y u — pelrY
10, potw potu —> pol

11. eA A — ma

12 wlUfkx wlflex — wlfk

Most of these changes involve final vowd deletion of the stem, in the case of a following
vowd. There are 2 instances of assimilaion. There are 8 auffix variants for the positive
conditional form. These are: AL tALwwAL wAL Y AL iYnY AL meA 1 and inY AL

1. Akx + Al Aku — AnYAl

2 AXY + Al AN — ANtA/

3 A + vmA/ cA = VoAl

4. alYy +  wAl aly =l mAl

5 el + YAl eVl — al’nYriY Al
6. ol +  aYaY Al wl Y — ol uYnY Al
7. rn + muA/ tr —» trumwA [

8. wUfkw +  mYAl wliflew — wlflmY Al

‘There are three kinds of morphophonemic rules that operate here:

2. Apocope

Classs 1, 2, 3, 17, 19, 23 and 24 involve deletion of the stem find vowd that isin turn
replaced by the positive conditional marker 4/

2. |nsertion

Classs 4, 10, 12, 14, 15, 16 and 18 involve insertion. A stop consonant segment gets
inserted between the stem and the suffix, when the verb ends in avowel.

2., Gemination

Clases 5, 6, 7, 13, and 21 are examples of gemination where, the suffix geminates the
consonant or glide that the verb stem ends in.



2.3.4.2.2.3.2 Negative Conditional

Verbs can be classified into 9 classes, based on allomorphic variations exhibited by the verb
stems for the negative conditional. The 9 stems that decline hereby, are: Akn.a¥Yu, kelY,
nil, peViY u, potu, vA, vil’Yu and wUfks.

1. Akw Aky = Ak

2 alYYu alYYu — alYY
3. kY kelY —> ket

4. ml nl — mrY

5  pelYu Pl Yu— pelrY
6. potw potu —» pot

7. eA 1A — par

8 wYYw Y Yw = Y'Y

9. wUfkx wlflen —» wlfk

Most of these changes involve find vowe deletion of the stem, in the case of a following
vowd. There are 2 instances of assmilation. There are 7 auUffix variants for the negative
conditional form. These are: Avint Al kAvittAlL IAvittAL yAvittAl, kkAvittAL N AvittAland
NAvinAL

1 A ku +  AwitAl Akw —» AkAptAl

2 A + kAritAl eA = cAkAmitAl

3. aVi +  ArmnAl VT —» al UAmnAl

4  aly +  yAmieAl al’y = el 'pAnitAl

b tru + kA Al trit —» trukkA vt Al

6. koY + NAwneAl kol Y — kol W AmittAl
7. &N +  NAnmnAl #N = aNNAmreA!

There are three kinds of morphophonemic rules that operate here:

2. Apocope + Insertion

Clases 1, 2, 3,17, 19,23 and 24 involve deletion of the stem fina vowel, whichisin turn
replaced by the negative conditional suffix, AvittAL

2. |nsertion

Clases 4, 10, 12, 14, 15, 16 and 18 involve insertion. A stop consonant segment gets
inserted between the stem and the suffix, when the verb ends in avowel.

2. Gemination

Clases 5, 6, 7, 13, and 21 are examples of gemination where, the suffix geminates the
consonant or glide that the verb stem ends in.

2.3.4.2.2.3.3 Durative Conditional

From among the 24 cdasses of verbs, there are 14 stems that exhibit alomorphic change
prior to the redization of the durative conditional. The verb stems that inflect for the
durative conditional suffix are: Aku, A", CA, cel’Z, cOVL &AN, kelY’, koV' I nil. no, peV'7Y u,
potu, 24 and »Ufkx. The Durative Conditional involves the marker &&o1”Nzrx, on the
positive verba participid base of the verb. The following is a list of the rdlevant verb
declensions:



1 A keu Ak —» Ak

2 AX A = AN

3. A A = eV

4 al/f al’l—» VY
5 Vi V- oV}
6. kAN AN — kaN

7. kelY kelY —» ket

8 koY kol Y —» kol’N
9 m o —» mol”

10,  m/ nil —» manY

11 pelYu peVYu — pelrY
12 potw pots — pol

13 ed A — va

14 pUfkx wlUflew — wUfE

There are 8 kinds of variations in the suffixes. These are: ikkol Niiru. tukkol Niiru,
wukkoV ' Nitiru, nwukkoVNtiru, r¥ukkolV INtiru,likkoV ' Nitiru, mvukkol’Ntiru and kikkolNiiru.

1. Akx +  pkkol'Nitru Aku — Akikkol Nitru

2 A + tackedeo 1N terse AN — ANtukkol'Ntiru

3 A e wuwkko N itir A —» cel pmukken VN tirw

4. all +  rYukkol ' Nittru bl —» ceVaY PY ukkol"Niru
5 ol +  hkkol Nitru oV —> coVTlkkkoV N tiru

6 no + muskeo 1IN frrw no —» nol mwukkal N trru

7. po +  ykkol'Nifru o —> poykikesVNitru

I B +  kke VN wlfku — wlUfkikkol/Nitfru

There are three kinds of morphophonemic rules that operate here:
2. Apocope
There are 4 instances of final vowel deletion in the verb paradigm. Classes 1,17, 19 and

24 exhibit this property'. If a verbal base ends in the vowel % which is preceded by a stop
consonant, the final vowel gets deleted before suffixation of the past tense marker.

28, Assimilation

There are 6 instances, or rather 3 types, of assimilation in the verb paradigm. Classes 2, 5,
7, 12, 13 and 14 exhibit this property, particularly along with rule of gemination. Specific
changes include Ato N, /to nt"and Ato 7 The trend can be described as a liquid
assimilating to a nasal, if the context is governed by a geminate.

2, Vowel Shortening

There are 4 instances of vowel shortening in the verb paradigm. Any of the verbal stems,
that end in avowel gets shortened if it is followed by a stop or a sequence of nasal + stop.

2.3.4.3 Mood
2.343.1NEGATIVEPAST

Verbs can be dassified into 9 classes, based on alomorphic variations exhibited by the verb

stems for the Negative Past. The 9 stems that decline hereby are: Akx, a¥Yu, kel nil.
VY u, potu, LA, vilY’Yu and wUfks.
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1. Akx Aku —> Ak

2. alYYw alYYw — alYY

3. kY keelY —> ket

4. ml ml! — mrY

5  pelrYu peVi¥u — pel/rY
6. poiw potu —» pat

T ed vA — par

8 ulYYu nYYu — vl¥Y
9. wlfeu wUfks — wlUfe

Most of these changes involve final vowd deletion of the stem, in the case of a following
vowel. There are 2 instances of assimilation. There are 7 auffix variants for the negative past
form. These are: w/lE. kvillE, WillE. yillE, kkvllE, I villEE and NavillE.

1. Aku + aullE Aku —> A kavillF

2 A +  kanllE A — cAkavillE

3. el +  lanllE eVl — ceVilanllE

4. ceVly + yavllE Vy—> ceVyanllE

5. iru +  kkalllE  jry —> irukkanillE

6. kVIY + NaulE koVIY — koVIY avillE
1. uX +  NaullE «N— «NNaril[E

There are three kinds of morphophonemic rules that operate here:

2, Apocope + Insertion

Classes 1, 2, 3, 17, 19, 23 and 24 involve the deletion of the stem final vowel, which isin
turn replaced by the negative past marker az//E=.

2. |nsertion

Classes 4, 10, 12, 14. 15, 16 and 18 involve insertion. A stop consonant segment gets
inserted between the stem and the suffix, when the verb ends in a vowel.

2, Gemination

Classes 5, 6, 7, 13, and 21 are examples of gemination where, the suffix geminates the
consonant or glide that the verb stem ends in.

23432NEGATIVE FUTURE

Verbs can be classified into 9 classes, based on allomorphic variations exhibited by the verb
stems for the Negative Future. The 9 stems that decline hereby are: Ak« a¥Yu. kelY'. nil,
peVYu, potu, VA. vil¥Yu and wUfkx.

1. Ak Ak —» Ak

2 alYYu alYYu — alYY

3. kY kel —> ket

4 ml il —» mrY

5 pelYu pel Y u = pel 7Y
6. potw poitu —> pat

7. A vA — par

8 walYYu XYYy = Y
9. wliflx wlfkw — wUfk
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Mogt of these changes involve final vowe deletion of the stem, in the case of a following
vowd. There are 2 ingtances of assmilation. There are 7 aUffix variants for the negative
future form. Theseare; amAn, kamArn, |amAtt, yamAr, kkamAn, tfamAtl and NamAr.

1. Akwx +  amAH Ak —» AkamAn

2 A +  kamAl eA = cAkamA

3. ald +  lamAn V1 —» ceVilamA tt

4. ally + yamAn by = ceVyyamAtlt

5 +  kkamAn irw —» trukdkamA 1t

6. kY + NamAn kol TY — koVIY Y amA tt

7. &N +  NamAl uN —» aNNamA ot

There are three kinds of morphophonemic rules that operate here:

2. Apocope + Insertion

Clases 1, 2, 3, 17, 19, 23 and 24 involve the deletion of the stem final vowel, which is in
turn replaced by the negetive future marker amAtt.

2. |nsertion

Clases 4, 10, 12, 14, 15, 16 and 18 involve insertion. A stop consonant segment gets
inserted between the stlem and the suffix, when the verb ends in avowsel.

2, Gemination

Clases 5, 6, 7, 13, and 21 are examples of gemination where, the auffix geminates the
consonant or glide that the verb sem endsin.

23433 HORTATIVE
Verbs can be dassified into 9 classes, based on alomorphic variations exhibited by the verb

gems for the Hortative. The 9 stems that decline hereby ares Akx. a¥Yu. kelY. nil, pel’ Y u,
pots, vA.ulYYu and wUfkn.

1. Ak« Ak — Ak

2 aYYu alYYu— al¥Y

3. kY kelY” — ket

4 ml nil — mrY

5 pel’fYu pel’Yu — pel7Y
6. poiw potx —> pot

7. A A = rar

8. wlYu iYYu = XY
9. wlUfex wlfkex = wUfk

Most of these changes involvefinal vowe deletion of the stem, in the case of a following
vowel. There are 2 instances of assimilation. There are 7 auffix vartants for the hortative
form. These ave: alAm, kalAm. lalAm, yalAm, kkalAm, fiTalAmand NalAm.

1. Akx +  alAm Aks —» A kalAm

2 A +  kaldm eA —» cAkalAm

3 al? + ldAm VT = ceVilaiAm

4. aly +  yaidm aly = cel yyalAm

5 iw +  kkalAm  fru— irukkalAm

6. ksl WY +  NalAm  kol'DY — kol NalAm
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7. uN +  NalAm uN — uNNalAm

There are three kinds of morphophonemic rules that operate here:

2. Apocope + Insertion

Classes 1, 2, 3, 17, 19, 23 and 24 involve the deletion of the stem finad vowel that isin
turn replaced bv the hortative marker @A .

%, |nsertion

Classes 4, 10, 12, 14, 15, 16 and 18 involve insertion. A stop consonant segment gets
inserted between the stem and the suffix, when the verb ends in avowel.

24, Gemination

Classes 5, 6, 7, 13, and 21 are examples of gemination where, the suffix geminates the
consonant or glide that the verb stem endsin.

23434ADMONITIVE

Verbs can be classified into 9 classes, based on allomorphic variations exhibited by the verb
stems for the Admonitive. The 9 stems that decline herebv are: Aku. @Y, k7Y, nil,
peVi¥u, potu, vA, Y'Y u andwlUfkx.

1. Akx Aky —> Ak

2 aYYw alYYu — oYY

3 kY keelY — kst

4 mf m/ — mrY

5 pelrYu peVrYu = pelrY
] Polu potu —» pal

7 A rA = var

8 Y Yw wYYu = oY
9 ol flen wl _'.’1:1 — wl _'r'i.

Most of these changes involve find vowd deletion of the stem, in the case of a following
vowel. There are 2 instances of assmilation. There are 7 auUffix variants for the admonitive
form. These arc: a. ka. la. ya, kka. XY a and Na.

1. Akx + a Aku > Aka

2 A + ka A = cAka

3 al? + b all— Vi

4. wxly + ya aly = el na

5 +  kka i — irukka

6. AolWY + Na kol Y — kol Y a
7. N + Na &N = «NNa

There are three kinds of morphophonemic rules that operate here:

2. Apocope + Insertion

Classes 1, 2, 3, 17, 19, 23 and 24 involve the déeletion of the stem fina vowd that isin
turn replaced bv the admonitive marker a

2. |nsertion

Class 4, 10, 12, 14, 15, 16 and 18 involve insertion. A srop consonant segment gets
inserted between the ssem and the suffix, when the verb ends in avowe.
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mination
vasses 5, 6, 7, 13, and 21 are examples of gemination where, the suffix geminates the
consonant or glide that the verb stem ends in.

23435 PROHIBITIVE

Verbs can be classified into 9 classes, based on allomorphic variations exhibited by the verb
stems for the Prohibitive. The 9 stems that decline hereby are: Aku, @Y Yu, kelk’, nil, pel 7Y u,
potu, VA, #AYuand wiJfku.

1 A ke by — Ak

2 altYu alYYu — alYY

3. kY kelY —> ket

4. ml mel —» mirY

5  pelrYu pel 'Y u —> pel’7Y
6. polu potu —» pol

A A A — rar

8 nlYYw alYYx = ulY’Y
9. wlfkw wliflw — wlfk

Most of these changes involve find vowe deletion of the stem, 1n the case of afollowing
vowd. There are 2 instances of assmilation. There are 7 wuffix variants for the prohibitive
form. These are: Aw, KAW. A w, yAw, kkAw. Y AwandNAw.

1. Ak + As by > AkAw

2 A + keAw A 2 cAEAw

3 el + s V1= ceVilAw

4. by + ydw ey > el A

5 + kA i = irwkb A

[ 15, o + XAw kol Y — kal WY Aw
7. uN + NAw» &N — aNNAw

There are three kinds of morphophonemic rules that operate here:

2. Apocope + Insertion

Classes 1,2, 3, 17, 19, 23 and 24 involve the deletion of the stem fina vowel that isin
turn replaced by the prohibitive marker Aw.

22, Insertion

Classes 4, 10, 12, 14, 15, 16 and 18 involve insertion. A stop consonant segment gets
inserted between the stem and the suffix, when the verb ends in avowel.

2, Gemination

Classes 5, 6, 7, 13, and 21 are examples of gemination where, the suffix geminates the
consonant or glide that the verb stem ends in.

23436 IMPERATIVE
The Imperative dways assumes the basic, rather the uninflected form of the verb. The only
auffixes possible are the plurd or the honorific, in which case, the addition of the plura or

honorific suffix, #f&a%"is required.
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classes of verbs are affected by the morphophonemic rule of apocope, during the

surnxanon of the plural/honorific marker. These are: Aku, @Y%, iru, pel/'™¥u, potu, vilkYu
and wUfku.

1. Aku Aku—> Ak

2. alYYu alYYu —>alYyY

3. iru iru —» ir

4. peVr¥u PeViYu — peVrY

5 potu potu — poz

6 viVYu vlYYu— 'Y

1. wUfex wUfku — wUfk

The basic rule in stem change is that of final vowel deletion, in the context of a following
vowel segment. The morphophonemics involved here, fdls in line with the pattern of the
'infinitive’. The suffix varies based on the phonological nature of the stems it attaches itself
10.

1. eA +  kufkalY’ eA —» cA kufkaly’

2 el +  lufkalY a1 — cel llufkall

3 el + yuflealy” aly = 2V yufkay

4. kol : NufkalY kolTY — ko VY Y ufkalt”
5. pati +  yufkall’ patt —» pairynfkalt”

6. &N + Nufkall uN = uNNufkaly”

0 vA 4 rufkalt” A — vA ruflall”

There are two kinds of morphophonemic rules that operate here:

2. |nsertion

Classes 4, 10, 16, 18 and 22 are examples of insertion, wherein a consonant segment gets
inserted between the stem and the suffix. This often happens when the verb ends in along
vowel.

2. Gemination

Classss 5, 6, 7. 13, 14 and 21 are examples of gemination where, the suffix geminates the
consonant that the verb stem ends in.

2.3.4.4 Other Attachments

Apart from Tense, Modd and Aspectual features, verbs also take on other functiona
elements like Adverbials, Particles, Auxiliary verbs, Clitics and Vocative Clitics. They also
inflect for Gender, Number and Person.

Particles attach to both finite and non-finite verbs, as do Clitics and Vocative Clitics.
Finite forms of a verb take on GNP suffixes after thev inflect for tense. Adverbials and
Auxiliary verbs attach only to non-finite forms of a verb.



2.3.4.5 The Verb Paradigm

Considering verbd variations based on different kinds and levels of inflections, paradigms of
distinct, atested verb forms representative of their class had been established. Based on the
verb stem and suffix alomorphy a total of twenty-four classes of verbs have been identified:

SLNo. Bascl/ | Base2/Suffix2 | Base3/Suffi3 | Based/Suffixd | Base5/Suffix5
Suffixl | (Future) (P ) (Future) (Non-Finite)

1| Ako A]nY A karY Alv Ak]a
2 AlY ANt AlY ] larY AlY | v AlY ] a
3 alYYu alYYu | w AlYYu ] karY | alYYu|w alYY | a
4 cA ceV | ww cA | larY cAlv cAlka
5 ceVl oeVnY | rY ceVl | karY ceVl ] v ceVl] la
6 ceVy ceVy | w ceVy JlarY ceVy | v ceVy |ya
7 coVl coVnY | nY coVl | karY coVl] v coVl] la
8 eVnY eVnY | rY eVaY | karY eVnY|p eVanY]a
9 | skalYY dalYY |nw | kalYY |barY | kalYY ] v kalYY |
10 o mu | ow wru | klarY mu | pp 1ru | kka
11 kAN kaN | 1 kAN ] karY kAN ] p kAN ] a
12 | kelY ket ] t ket | larY ket p ket ] ka
13 | koVTY koVN ]t koVIY | karY | koVIY | v koVIY ] IYa
14 ml nmY | rY rY | krY nrY | p mrY | ka

| 15 no noVnY | w no | larY nolv no | ka
16 | pan pan | ww pan | karY pan | pp pan | kka
7 | peVrYu peVrY | rY peVrYu | krY | peVrYu v peVrY]a
18 [ po po|aY po | k¥ polv po]ka
19 pom pot]t potu | krY pot]wv pot]a
20 | pUN pUN |t pL'Nu | karY pl/Nu]v [N ]a
21 uN ulN |t uN | kirY uN | p uN | Na
2 |vA va | nw varu | karY varu | v wvar | a
23 | wlYYu wilYYu | nw wilYYu | kY | wilYYulw wiYY]a
24 | wlifkn wiifk | mY wlifkn | kY | wiifka]v wiifk]a

Table 2.14: The Verbd Paradigm: Verb Classes

The table records the morphophonemic changes that stems and suffixes undergo in
different morphological contexrs. The base endings indicate the specific phonological shape
a particular dass ends in. The base modifications specify the phonological change the base
undergoes prior to number suffixation.

2.35 ADJECTIVES

Adjectives in Tamil are of two kinds: Basic, and Derived. A few basic adjectives are nala,

anYnYa. and pravw.  Inflectionally, edjectives do have specific fixd patternings peculiar to
them alone, to mark them off as a category on their own. Morphologically therefore, one
cannot rule out adjectives as an inflecting dass’. Adjectives in Tamil do not morphologically
mark comparative and superlative degrees of relation. To syntacticaly express these, either of
the two nominal postpositions, peZ, and vita is used after the bound form of anoun, which

! For a discussion on how adjectives form a distinct morphological class, refer Ch.6, sec.6.1
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performs the predicative adjectivd function. Although adjectives can be derived from both
nouns and verbs taking the suffixes, what redly brings in morphologica distinction, is the
phenomenon of Affixd Homonymy. Adjectives generdly inflect for GNP, and certain
Particles and Postpositions.

2.3.5.1 Gender, Number, Person

It is only the 3. person GNP suffixes that can follow adjectives. These are as follows:

GNP Suffix |
¥d, Sing. Fermnine aralY’

3. Sing. Mascuhne arany’

3. Sing. Hononfic/Plural avar

3. Sing. Neuter awu

Table 2.15: GNP auffixes for Adjectives

Class 1 in the adjectivd paradigm remains unmarked, and therefore directly takes any of
these auffixes onto its unmarked bound base. Class 2 has to be followed by the GNP base
marker 7va, before taking on any of these suffixes. Both classes of adjectives exhibit stem
allomorphic change for the bound base and GNP. As fa as bound stem formation is
concerned, stems of Class 2 stems lose their final vowe in their bound form.

1. nala nalla—* nal/

2. puwu puwu—> puw

In the case of GNP suffixation. ems of Class 2 stems lose their final vowel prior to the
addition of GNP auffixes
1. ralla nalla—* ral/
2. puwu puwrya—> puwry

Apocope is the important change that these sems involve.

2.3.5.2 Other Attachments

There are certain comparative Particles that follow adjectival forms such as mAwir, viwam
and pari.  All of these particles need to be followed by the adverbia postposition A4 £z while
occurring after an adjectival base.



2.3.5.3 The Adjectival Paradigm

Only two cdasses of adjectives can be morphologicaly established. They have been
considered digtinct due to allomorphy of the base. Whereas nalz does not exhibit any
morphophonemic variation, the form puwu undergoes a change to the bound form, puurya
Based on such a distinction, the following adjectival paradigm has been established:

SL No. | Stem1/Suffix! | Stem2/Suffix2 | Stem3/Suffix3
1 nalla] @ | nalla] @ nalla ]| @
2 puwu | & ! puw | iya puwiya | @

Table2.16: The Adiedtiva Paradigm: Adjedtive Classes

The table ligs two distinct adjectivd forms in their free/direct forms with the relevant
stem changes dong with their corresponding bound /indirect forms. GNP inflections can

occur on the bound forms, after the augment 7ya.
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